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This Side of Paradise is considered Science
Fiction. What is in the book that can be
connected to science? Use resources like the
Internet and your library to find information
about the science issues brought up in the
book.

From the point of view of a scientist, could a
community like Paradise exist? Develop a
chart that delineates scientific fact and science
fiction. What are the controversies involved
with the scientific advances described in this
book.

GENRE CONNECTION

Grades 6-10

About the Book

The clearing of his throat startled us. We looked
toward the doorway, and there he stood. The
blood from his nose was wiped clean, and there
were no physical signs that only moments ago his
powerful hands had been locked around my
brother’s throat.

“Mpr. Eden was worried about us,”’
father said.

was all my

Jack Barrett is a level-headed junior in high
school whose romantic troubles pale in
comparison to the problems he faces at home.
Jack’s father has always been a perfectionist --in
every sense of the word. But, since he started
working for the Eden Corporation, his desire for
perfection has spiraled into a raging obsession that
is out of control. When his father forcibly
relocates the family to Paradise, a village that is
literally owned by Eden’s mysterious chief
executive officer, Jack uncovers a sinister plot that
threatens the existence of his entire family.
Delving even further into the secrets of the
village, he soon discovers just how high the price
of perfection can be . . . and to what lengths some
people are willing to go to obtain it.

Steven L. Layne

¢ Winner of the @
2001 Hal Clement Award

For Excellence in Young Adult
Science Fiction
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% REVIEWS %

VOYA, February 2002

"Layne's tale is a heady mix of conspiracies....
Recommend this title to thriller fans who will enjoy the
ride."

Kirkus Reviews, October 2001
" ... an entertaining, suspenseful thriller with a genuinely
chilling villain. Good fun."

The Alan Review, October 2001

"Layne exposes the deficits of a Utopian society with a
unique and alarming twist that adolescent readers will
particularly enjoy."

THEMATIC CONNECTION
The danger posed by a Utopian society is one of the key themes in many other popular
young adult novels. Compare and contrast the treatment of this theme in Steven L.
Layne’s This Side of Paradise with Lois Lowry’s The Giver or Madeleine L’Engle’s
A Wrinkle in Time. How does each author address the same theme in a unique way?




In the Classroom

Quotable Quotes

Many of the lines in This Side of Paradise are worth some extra thought. Write down
your feelings about the following quotes. Have any of these things ever happened to
you?

€ “It’s puzzling that we sometimes ask questions we don’t really want the answers to.” (p. 9)

€ “I didn’t even know exactly what I was afraid of — but I was afraid of something.” (p. 42)

€ “It’s interesting that people do those things, avoid what makes them uncomfortable and yet they’re
uncomfortable the whole time they’re avoiding it.”” (p. 43)

€ “It’s funny. When you’re constantly sutrrounded by beauty you cease to appreciate it rather
quickly.” (p. 60)

€ “Somewhere, somehow, someozne always pays the price for perfection.” (p. 203)
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There are some bigger issues in This Side of Paradise that can be discussed. Use the
following idea for a class debate.

On page 203, Jack wonders if it was his father or Mr. Eden who made the decision to “press the button.”
What do you think? List and explain evidence to support your opinion.
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Comic ReLEF

This Side of Paradise is a tension-filled thriller, but there are also some parts in the story that make you
smile or even laugh out loud. This is called comic relief. The author didn’t want to scare you too much! A
book is more enjoyable if there is an occasional break from the tension.

Gram and Troy both provide comic relief in the book. Can you find these passages? Look through the book
and find a scene where Gram does something funny, and then find a passage where Troy interjects comic
relief into an otherwise serious scene. Write them below and then share them with a group of friends. How
many different passages did your group find? Which are the funniest?

Troy

Read the scene aloud, leaving the comic relief out. How does this change the mood
of the story?

Pelican Publishing Company
1000 Burmaster St.
Gretna, LA 70053



The Clifﬂlanger

One technique an author uses to entice readers to continue reading is the cliffbanger. At the end of each
chapter, Steven Layne wrote a sentence or two that makes the reader wonder what is going to happen next.
Reread the end of each chapter in This Side of Paradise and choose your favorite cliffhangers. Tell why you

think each one is so effective.

€ (Example) Chapter One — “I could see her hands quivering but her eyes were blazing. She was
going to challenge him.”

Reason — Gram is just being introduced in chapter one, but I could already see she was no ordinary
grandma-type character. I wondered how she would challenge her son.

1. Chapter Quote
Reason

2. Chapter Quote
Reason

3. Chapter Quote
Reason
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Foreshadowing

An important literary element that authors use is foreshadowing. The use of foreshadowing involves
“dropping” hints about what will happen later in the book. It’s fun to look back in a story and notice the
foreshadowing that the author used. It’s even better to look for foreshadowing as you read and use it to help you
think about what might happen next in the story.

Here are some examples of foreshadowing from the first two chapters of This Side of Paradise. Keep a log and
record further examples that you notice as you read.

€ “It hurts me to say it, but my son has always wanted to look the best, be the best, and have the best. .. and he
made it clear from the time he was a teenager that he’d do whatever was necessary to get there. No matter who it

hurt”” (p. 3)



Foreshadowing cont’d

€ “In fact, he told us, Eden was a family in and of itself. I'll admit I thought that sounded a little strange at the time.
Looking back, I should have paid more attention to just how strange it was.” (p. 4)

€ “Mother, the house has sold, and we’ll be moving in a few days.”
“Sold? Already? But it’s only been on the market for two days!” (p. 14)

€ “This yearning you have for power, for. . . perfection - that’s what is unnatural.” (p. 15)
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While trivia may not be important to the story line of a novel, it can help you to get to know the author and boost your
enjoyment of the book. Here are some interesting trivia items about This Side of Paradise.

€ The author has a friend named Katy who was the inspiration for the grandmother in This Side of Paradise.

€ The original hardcover dust jacket released by North Star Books (difficult to find now because it has been replaced)
pictured a boy in captivity. The boy was actually a student of the author’s!

€ There was an alternate ending to the skydiving scene that wasn’t used. The kids were all going to a dance in a
limousine, and the boys were discussing how overprotective Gram had become after all the events in Paradise. They
were relieved that she had let them out of her sight for the evening. As they left the limo and headed inside, the driver’s
side window rolled down and a rose petal escaped.

Write your own trivia questions for This Side of Paradise. Use information from the book and see if your fellow
Paradise readers can find the answers. Turn around is fair—can you answer their questions?

€ (Example) What was the name of the old people’s home where Chip wanted to place Gram?
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Check out the Web site

Grab a friend and explore Steve’s Web site at www.stevelayne.com.
Write down five interesting pieces of information that you find. Share them with the class or write them in a quiz format
and see if a friend can answer the questions.

1.
2
3.
4
5.
After exploring Steve’s Web site, find the Web site of another author. Draw a Venn diagram and compare the features in

each authot’s Web site.

Pelican Publishing Company
www.pelicanpub.com


http://www.stevelayne.com/
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I Steven L. Layne is a faculty member in the Department of
Education at Judson College in Elgin, IL,, where he teaches courses
in both literature and pedagogy. He also serves as a respected
literacy consultant, motivational keynote speaker, and featured
children’s author both in and outside of the United States. Steve’s
writing for both children and teens has been honored with multiple
awards, and he has written two best-selling gift books of poetry.
He lives with his wife and children in St. Chatrles, Illinois. Mote
information is available on his Web site at www.stevelayne.com.
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