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I gratefully dedicate this book to my creative husband,
Carl. Without his encouragement, his computer skills, and
his inspiration, this book might never have been print-ready.
Carl’s ideas and words have made this story richer in content
and expression. He gives of himself lovingly.
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Roland Q. Leavell I as president of the New
Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary
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This kind of honesty requires more courage than most of us
possess. Some who do not understand or accept themselves
will stand in judgment. Those who have explored and
accepted their own inner duplicities will grow in love and
compassion. 

I marvel at a man who is willing to expose himself so hon-
estly for generations to follow. This story could not have
been told with any veracity without the willingness of Roland
Leavell to allow us to see into his heart and soul. I am grate-
ful for this gift of sharing.

A Special Tribute
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