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CONTRIBUTORS

Glen Allison of Tupelo, Mississippi, is the author of the Al Forte mystery 
series set in New Orleans, as well as the biographical Still Standing Tall, the 
story of the Grammy-nominated Williams Brothers, published by Billboard 
Books. He has written for newspapers and magazines including Guideposts, 
Memphis Magazine, Ford Magazine, Mississippi Magazine, and others.

Rick Anderson is a native Mississippian who grew up in the Mississippi 
Delta, completed his undergraduate and graduate degrees at Delta 
State University, taught art for twenty-five years in public schools in 
Mississippi, and painted professionally, winning more than 150 awards 
in regional and national art shows and festivals. Anderson continues to 
create his art, and in 2003, his first children’s book, M is for Magnolia: A 
Mississippi Alphabet Book, was published. Anderson has since had three 
other children’s books published, with three more coming out in the 
fall of 2008. He resides in Clinton, Mississippi, with his wife, Merrie, a 
librarian at Clinton Junior High School. They have one son, Denman, an 
actor living in Washington, D. C.

Mary Ward Brown is a native of Alabama and the author of two 
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collections of short stories, Tongues of Flame (1986) and It Wasn’t All 
Dancing (2001). She received the PEN/Hemingway Award in 1987, 
the Lillian Smith Award in 1991, and the Harper Lee Award in 2002. 
She has completed a memoir that will be published by the University of 
Alabama Press in early 2009. Brown lives on the farm where she grew up, 
between Marion and Selma, Alabama.

Robert Olen Butler won the Pulitzer Prize for Fiction in 1993 for A 
Good Scent from a Strange Mountain, a collection of short stories about the 
Vietnamese diaspora in southern Louisiana. He is the author of ten novels 
and five books of short fiction. In addition to numerous other prizes, he 
has twice won a National Magazine Award in fiction. He is a professor of 
creative writing at Florida State University in Tallahassee, and his most 
recent book is a collection of short stories titled Intercourse.

Sheryl Cornett lives with her family in Chapel Hill, North Carolina, and 
teaches at North Carolina State University. After attending the American 
University in Paris, she graduated from Miami University (Ohio) and UNC-
Chapel Hill. Her stories, poems, and essays have appeared in many journals 
and magazines, including Mars Hill Review, Image, Pembroke Magazine, 
Raleigh News and Observer, Independent Weekly, and others. She is revising 
her young-adult novel, Mignonne, and seeking a publisher for it. Her story 
“Luke” is part of a collection of linked stories called What the Angel Said.

Suzanne Hudson won the Hackney Literary Award and a $5,500 National 
Endowment for the Arts and Humanities prize, then withdrew from the 
publishing world for twenty-five years until the publication of Opposable 
Thumbs, a collection of short stories in 2001, followed soon after by a novel, 
A Temple of Trees. Hudson lives and teaches in south Alabama.
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Charline R. McCord, a resident of Clinton, Mississippi, was born in 
Hattiesburg and grew up in Laurel, Mississippi, and Jackson, Tennessee. 
She holds a Ph.D. in English from the University of Southern Mississippi 
and bachelor’s and master’s degrees in English from Mississippi College, 
where she won the Bellamann Award for Creative Writing and edited 
the literary magazine. She has coedited a series of books with Judy H. 
Tucker: Growing Up in Mississippi (University Press of Mississippi, 2008), 
A Dixie Christmas (Algonquin, 2005), Christmas in the South (Algonquin, 
2004), A Very Southern Christmas (Algonquin, 2003), and Christmas 
Stories from Mississippi (University Press of Mississippi, 2001).

Margaret McMullan is the author of four novels including In My Mother’s 
House (Picador, 2003) and the young-adult novel When I Crossed No-Bob 
(Houghton Mifflin, 2007). Her work has appeared in Glamour, Chicago 
Tribune, Southern Accents, TriQuarterly, Michigan Quarterly Review, The 
Southern Quarterly Anthology, Other Voices, Boulevard, Ploughshares, and 
The Sun, among others. From Newton, Mississippi, McMullan received 
her master’s of fine arts degree in fiction from the University of Arkansas, 
Fayetteville. She is currently a professor of English at the University of 
Evansville, in Evansville, Indiana, where she is working on a collection of 
short stories and two new novels for Houghton Mifflin.

Mark Richard was born in Lake Charles, Louisiana, and grew up in 
Texas and Virginia. He is the author of the best-selling novel Fishboy 
and two short-story collections, Charity and Ice at the Bottom of the World, 
for which he won the PEN/Ernest Hemingway Award. He now lives in 
Los Angeles.

Kay Sloan, a native of Mississippi, is the author of two novels, Worry Beads 
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and The Patron Saint of Red Chevys, chosen as a “Discover Great Writers” 
book by Barnes and Noble. Her poetry and essays have appeared in many 
journals and magazines, and her film documentary, Suffragettes in the Silent 
Cinema, has been shown at film festivals throughout Europe and America. 
She is also the author of three books on American history. Sloan resides in 
southern Ohio, where she is a professor at Miami University.

Elizabeth Spencer, a native of Carrollton, Mississippi, received a master 
of arts degree from Vanderbilt. Since 1948, she has published nine novels, 
seven short-story collections, a memoir, and a dramatic play. A Broadway 
adaptation of her novel Light in the Piazza won six Tony Awards. After 
an extensive stay in Italy, Spencer came home to teach writing at the 
University of North Carolina until 1992. Her honors include five O. 
Henry Awards; the Governor’s Award for Achievement in Literature from 
the Mississippi Arts Commission, 2006; the PEN/Malamud Award for 
Short Fiction, 2007; the Award of Merit from the American Academy of 
Arts and Letters; a Guggenheim Fellowship, and many others.

Judy H. Tucker, a native Mississippian, lives in Jackson. In 2007 she was the 
recipient of a Mississippi Arts Commission Literary Fellowship. She has 
edited five anthologies with coeditor Charline R. McCord and two short-
story collections with coeditor Lottie Boggan. Her plays have been produced 
and/or read at New Stage and Fondren Workshop Theatre in Jackson and 
the Alabama Shakespeare Festival.

Olympia Vernon is the author of three critically acclaimed novels. Her first, 
Eden, was nominated for the Pulitzer Prize and won the 2004 American 
Academy of Arts and Letters Richard and Linda Rosenthal Foundation 
Award. Eden was also a New York Times “New and Notable Book.” Her 
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second novel, Logic, was nominated for the Mississippi Institute of Arts 
and Letters Award. A Killing in This Town, published in 2006, was a New 
York Times “Editors Choice Pick” and the winner of the first annual Ernest 
J. Gaines Award for Literary Excellence. Vernon is also the winner of the 
2005 Louisiana Governor’s Award for Professional Artist of the Year and is 
currently the Hallie Brown Ford Chair at Willamette University.

Jacqueline F. Wheelock, born and reared on the Mississippi Gulf Coast, 
received bachelor of science and master of education degrees in English 
from Southern University in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, and a master of 
library science degree from the University of Southern Mississippi in 
Hattiesburg. In 2000, she won the Zora Neale Hurston-Bessie Head 
Fiction Award at the Gwendolyn Brooks Writers’ Conference for “The 
Chifforobe,” which appears in From the Sleeping Porch (2006). Her 
story “Christmas Lights,” appears in Christmas Stories from Mississippi 
(University Press of Mississippi, 2001). In 2001 and 2003, her work 
placed in the William Faulkner Award for Short Fiction.

Ruth C. Williams is the coauthor of the widely acclaimed nonfiction 
book Younger Than That Now—A Shared Passage from the Sixties 
(Bantam/Random House, 2000). Williams won the Mississippi Institute 
of Arts and Letters Nonfiction Award in 2000, the Mississippi Library 
Association’s Non-Fiction Award in 2003, and the Mississippi Library 
Association’s Nonfiction Writer of the Year Award for 2003. Williams 
grew up in Yazoo City, attended Mary Baldwin College as a National 
Merit Scholar, and received a bachelor of fine arts degree from the 
University of Tennessee. Williams is a newspaper columnist, book 
reviewer, and technical writer. She lives in Flora, Mississippi, where she 
and her husband own and operate an advertising agency.
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 Christmas is a time for giving, yes, but it’s also a time to reflect 
and take inventory of the gifts we’ve already wrangled throughout 
the year, check to see if there’s even a tiny corner left where we 
might stockpile something new and shiny, maybe break out the 
fruitcake and eggnog, and offer up a few heartfelt “thank yous” to 
fellow elves who worked behind the scenes to help make our lives 
jolly and bright. We wish to thank publisher Milburn Calhoun for 
inviting us into the Pelican fold this holiday season, editor in chief 
Nina Kooij for keeping us on track with this manuscript, and all 
the other good folks at Pelican whom we haven’t actually glimpsed, 
but we share a Santa-like belief in because…well, because we’re 
sharp enough to see the evidence of their magical handiwork on 
this project.
 To the writers in this collection we sing all four stanzas of “Joy 
to the World,” for that is what writers of stories are to us—a joy 
to the world! Thank you for sharing your special gifts with us 
this Christmas. We are grateful for your presence and presents 
in this book. And thanks tied with a big red bow to our talented 
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illustrator Rick Anderson, who came through with good tidings 
of great joy after we called him up and crooned the duet, “We 
need a little Christmas—right this very minute!” For the lovely 
foreword to this collection, we offer Elizabeth Spencer a long-
awaited Christmas snow and a bevy of muses bearing harps of 
gold and all caroling “O Little Town of Bethlehem.”
 We wish to bestow sparkly garlands of gratitude on our good 
friends Craig Gill and Carolyn Haines for their great wisdom and 
generosity in all things book related. Doyce Tucker is due a solid 
gold holiday star for his ongoing support, which allows Judy to 
do the things she loves (sitting behind a computer), and for not 
complaining about the worst meals in the world. And, if goodness 
is no longer a prerequisite, Santa might fly over and jettison a new 
tackle box and some blingy new bass baits for Bob McCord, who 
only mentioned a few hundred times that a certain person ought 
to stop working eighteen hours a day and maybe think about 
exercising and for quoting once and once only the scripture found 
in Proverbs 21:9. To John Tucker we give a complete “Hallelujah” 
chorus for his advice about all things grammatical; he is the best 
spell checker and fact checker around, and his editorial advice is 
always dead on. Finally, a festive Christmas bandanna gets tied 
on Gracie, the miniature schnauzer who lies in a mangerlike bed 
beneath the partner’s desk, keeping her watch by night as miracles 
are undertaken on paper overhead—all in the hope of somehow 
making heaven and nature sing.

CS01eContributors.indd   7 5/2/2008   12:04:22 PM



200

COPYRIGHT ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

“The Amaryllis” by Mary Ward Brown from Tongues of Flame by Mary 
Ward Brown. Copyright © 1986 by Mary Ward Brown. Reprinted by 
permission of International Creative Management, Inc.

“The Birds for Christmas” by Mark Richard from Charity by Mark Richard. 
Copyright © 1998 by Mark Richard. Reprinted by permission of Doubleday, 
a division of Random House, Inc.

“Christmas 1910” by Robert Olen Butler from Had A Good Time by Robert 
Olen Butler. Copyright © 2004 by Robert Olen Butler. Reprinted by 
permission of Grove/Atlantic, Inc.

“Novena” by Suzanne Hudson from Opposable Thumbs by Suzanne 
Hudson. Copyright © 2001 by Suzanne Hudson. Reprinted by permission 
of the author and Livingston Press, University of West Alabama.

“The Swing” by Margaret McMullan first appeared in The Sun Magazine, 
December 2007. Copyright © 2007 by Margaret McMullan. Reprinted 
by permission of the author and The Sun Magazine.
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