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For Debbie and Mike—my sister and brother. This one’s for you.
—P.H.

In loving memory of my dad, Worth, and my Uncle Dick,
who were the inspiration for Raggedy Andy.

—Joni Gruelle Wannamaker

To Parents and Teachers

The Honest-to-Goodness Story of Raggedy Andy is inspired by historical and family accounts
from more than eighty-five years ago. In 1915, writer and artist Johnny Gruelle created a rag

doll called Raggedy Ann, which was introduced in 1918. The commercial success of Raggedy Ann
and the antics of Gruelle’s two young sons, Worth and Dickie, helped convince Gruelle that

Raggedy Ann needed a little brother. In late 1920, Raggedy Andy met his public as a huggable
doll and was introduced in his own book of tales called Raggedy Andy Stories. You can read more

about Johnny Gruelle and his Raggedys in The Real-for-Sure Story of Raggedy Ann; Johnny
Gruelle, Creator of Raggedy Ann and Andy; Raggedy Ann and More: Johnny Gruelle’s Dolls and

Merchandise; and Raggedy Ann and Johnny Gruelle: A Bibliography of Published Works (Pelican
Publishing Company).
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THE HONEST-TO-GOODNESS STORY
OF RAGGEDY ANDY

Worth and Dickie were brothers.
They loved doing everything together.
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