





D-DAY

SURVIVOR

ANAUTOBIOGRAPHY

HAROLD BAUMGARTEN



Copyright © 2006
By Harold Baumgarten
All rights reserved

The word “Pelican” and the depiction of a pelican are trademarks
of Pelican Publishing Company, Inc., and are registered in the
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Baumgarten, Harold.
D-Day survivor : an autobiography / Harold Baumgarten.
p. cm.

Includes bibliographical references and index.

ISBN-13: 978-1-58980-421-0 (alk. paper)

1. Baumgarten, Harold. 2. World War, 1939-1945—Campaigns—
France—Normandy—Personal narratives, American. 3. United States.
Army. Infantry Regiment, 116th. 4. World War, 1939-1945—Regimental
histories—United States. 5. Soldiers—United States—Biography. I.
Title.

D756.5.N6B384 2006

940.54'21421092—dc22

(B]

2006025313

Printed in the United States of America

Published by Pelican Publishing Company, Inc.
1000 Burmaster Street, Gretna, Louisiana 70053




To my devoted wife Rita, who has been subjected to my frequent,
painful flashbacks and periodic surgeries for more than fifty-five
years. She encouraged me to go to medical school,
write my books, and speak about D-Day.

To my wonderful children, Karen, Bonnie, and Hal,
whom I am very proud of and love.

To my grandchildren Michael, Rose, Samantha, Katy,
Matthew, and Rachel, who are very precious to me.

To my surviving Army buddies, who prodded me to
write down my D-Day memoirs.

Lastly, to my buddies who lost their lives on D-Day,
but will forever live in my heart and prayers.
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In 1994 and 1999, the first and second editions of
Eyewitness on Omaha Beach were written. Those editions were
released to coincide with the fiftieth and fifty-fifth anniver-
saries of D-Day. After many sold-out printings and reprint-
ings, I was going to retire from book writing. However, a
small voice inside me kept saying, “Once you are gone, the
true story of D-Day will be lost.” Thus, I decided to write a
third, more complete, and autobiographical book.

Over five years, I have amassed, with the help of friends,
a tremendous amount of information about D-Day. This
information must be shared. God saved me on D-Day to be
the spokesman for those true heroes who perished on the
sand and bloody-red, swirling waters of Dog Green Sector of
Omaha Beach. They must never be forgotten.
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